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Attached are meeting minutes, meeting notes and a copy of Wis. Stats. 23.33(4) as my follow up regarding information
on ATV use within the City of Waterloo.
A local prohibition is not required to regulate ATV use in the City of Waterloo. Except as listed below, to operate an AW
on Waterloo streets, a roadway must be designated as an all-terrain vehicle route by the municipality. ln July of 2015,
the Public Safety & Health Committee reviewed a sample ordinance provided by Dan Gorder. The Commíttee made no
recommendation to the Council on the matter.

No City of Waterloo roadway is designated as an all-terrain vehicle route.

Several roadway operations of AWs are permitted by state statutes. See the following:
a. 23.33(aXcX1) "vehicle operation directly related to the functions of the municipality"
b. 23.33(aXcXlm) "land surveying"
c. 23.33(aXcX2) "special events authorized by the municípality"
d. 23.33(4XdX1) "to cross a roadway" NOTE: ln Waterloo an operator would have to have permission from

property owners on each side of road... Similar permission requirements applies to 23.33(dX3) "crossing
a bridge, culvert or railroad right-of-way.

e. 23.33(4XdX5) "ATV is an implement of husbandry used exclusively for agricultural purposes."
1. 23.33(4XdX6) "travel authorized for licensed hunter engaged in an activity allowed by the hunting

permit"
g. 23.33(4Xf) "... may operate an all-terrain vehicle with a snow removal device... October 1- April 30 for

purposes of removing snow... if applicable roadway speed is 45 mph or less... the travel necessary to and
from the snow removalsite may not exceed 2 miles.

Mo Hansen
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Waterloo
office: 920.4783025
CitvHall (ôWaterloowi. us

Follow Waterloo on Facebook >
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136 North Monroe Street. Waterloo, Wl 53594-1198. Fax: 920.478.2021



(')
\"\

ç^tli.

rffñItTES

1.

July2,?015

Callto,Order:
lbe fublio Safe$ eomnit&e mæting w,as e¡lled,to order by Alde¡person Relaolds at 6:30PM

RollCall:
Com¡uitæe-uembprspresent *.Aldarperson Reyaolds, Crritre Thomas, an{ C}rief-Sc,ræso+,.CitizcnsÐjane
.GnffandDan Gorder.

â.pproval of Public Safet¡ CO.mqlttee ,lllinute-s of C¿ncelleð:psst¡gg:Iüay ,?p0-15: *n* Juåe {, 2$lS,
Motion by Alderperson Thomas to approve, second by Griffin, motidn carried.

Ci&enlnpu* {None}

P¡blicCtmment¡
Álderpelson R 4olds u&isedsbe had æoeived several comptaiats about cycllsts.goiÁg througfi
dosmtoÌ¡'n snd not slopping for the stop sips. chicf sorensan advised he would have
ofrcers nonitor the tañc.

Unfinlshed Busine.ss: (None)

I{ew Susiness¡
Clilef Sotenson request to ñll vacant Sgt positian. Requestrto fillwithih:deBartruenr with ûffieer
TracyThom. Motion by Thontas tð fill vaeantsç p-osition wirh tfteerTracy Thom, second by Griffin,
motiencarried.

/ Xequeßttc operate UTV's ând ATV's on designated mutc¡ within cþ linitr. Dan Gorder requ"sting \( city to allow.AïV and UTV on Clarkson Rd and SIH B9 and STH 19 in dówntown Waterloo. Discussion ) f, I
\ on noise, holrs of operation, antl DOT regulations on state htghways, Gorder stated be would provide / \t/
\ further information to address çestions. Motion by Griftìn lo table titl further information provided. /
\ Second byThomas, motion carried. I

,Rèf€râltodiangemunÍcipal code!78-€*onsumption of alcohol beverages onpublicproperty
anil-parkinglots'seçtiûn Þ.. tô l¡clude the l'Yaterloo Regional Tlail Head racitiftr Motiãn b¡l
Thomas to ap¡rove change, second by Griffin, Motion grrjed.

Chauberof Connmerce Speclal Event lJcenseforW&K,on-Septe-mber l2r2015;Mptlon to
approvelieurse bll Thomas, second by Griffin, mntion carried.

Futuæ Âgenda.ItÊms ånd snnsutcemerts: (Ioae)

.{iljoanr r Morion to Ådiourn by Åtderperrgn Re!õa¡¿s, Setoarl by Glifü¡, mqtlo¡ c¡rried"
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The title of ttis ordinaneeistheTown of ?ortland All-TerraìnVehicie and,Utility Terrain Vehicie
Route Ordinance. The purpose of th's ordinance is to estabtish all-tenain vehicle and utility
terra.in vehicle r¡utes in the town and to,regulate the cperation of all-terr.ain vehicfes,and,utiiity
terrai¡ vehìcles ln the town.

SEEr¡ O \¡ I r' -lgiF {'t .OFjIT

The Town Board of the Town of Portland, Dodge County, Wisconsln, has the specific author¡ty
to adopï this All.Terrain Vehicle .a¡d: Uti'lit1r Terrain,Vehicle ûidinance under s, 23.33 i8l {b} and

i11}, W¡s.stats,

sËGrÐ$ *l - ApgPTloN o.F -oRÐtNltt¡cE

t 
Thit çrdinance adopted on propÊr fiot¡cê,with a,guorum and rcll call vote -by a mqjority of the
town hoard Fr,€SÊñt:and voting prbvides the tuthority,fo¡the town to designate all-terrain
'vehicle' qnd $ility terrain vehlcte routes in the iou¡n and to regulate theuse oT ttlose rqutes and

alttenain vehicles and utilityterrain vehicles in the town , ,

åËÇ|lqN fif - ç.PERATION OF ALL-TñRRAIN VEHTCLfS åNp UïHrT TE*RAil\¡ VEHIC¡åS

Fursuañt to s.2å33 {4} {d} 4, Wis. Staïs.., ,excetÞt as sthetwise pro$ded Ìn :s.. ?333 (4}, Wis.

stâts.¡ nr persû¡ may{iÞerate an all.tereìn vehÌcìè -or uli{iTy terral* vehicle an the roadway
portion of any highway in the,town except on roadways that are desþated as all-terain
vehicle and utility terrain vehicle routês by this ordinance. Operation of atþterrain vehicles and

ut¡lity tenain vehicl-es o.n a road$Jãyinth.e,town that ¡s an ¡ll-tera'iR vehicleand utility terrain
vehiclé ioute isauthori¿ed Only for eitremet'lg$ side of the roâdwayexcepÌ that:hftürns
fial, be,rnade frorC any part of the r.sadway thatis safe giVen pr,evailing conditiOns,

sqcîìoN,v - ÐEslqNAïloN tE ALkTSRRATN VE$rcLE AN.p UTIlI.ry îERRATN VEHTCLE ROUïE5

Atl Portland Town roads are designated all-terrain vehicle and ut¡lity terrain vehicle routes in
thetüwn.
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' SECTION IX. SEVERABILITY

lf any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid,
the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of this ordinance that can be given

effect withoutthe invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this
crdinance are severable.

S E TIO¡I-X - POSSI BLE AM EN D MENT Tq/CAN CËLLATI O-N OF TH E BDINANCË

Should any issues arise in tt¡e future which might require Town Board action, the Town Board
reserves the rightto either amend or cancel this ordinance at a duly-noticed rneeting at which
notice of such amendment or cancellation has been included in the meeting's agenda.

sEcTtoN xt- ETFECTlVE DATE

This ordinance is effective on publication or posting.

The town clerk shall properly publish this ordinance as required under s. 60.80 Wis. stats.

ì 
Odopted this day of 2015.

Town Chairperson

Tcwn Supervísor få L

Town Supervisor # 2



SELECT SËCTION OF Wis. Stat. 23.33

2&33 All-teirain vehicles.and utility terrain vehicles.
(1) DnruxrrrcrNs. As used in this section:

{a) "Àeeorupaníed" mçans being srrbject to continuous verbal direction or Çontrol.
(ag)'Agriculturai purpose" includes a purpose related to the transportation sf fbntr imptrements, eqnipment,
supplies, or prorlucts on a fann or between falms.
(anr) "Alcohol bevelages" has the meaning specif,red under s. lZS.tZ {l_).
far) "Alcohol concentrationl' has the meaning given in s, 340.01 I1vì.
(b) "All-tenain vehiclel'has the meaning specified under s. l4g-Q]1i2g)
(bc) "All-terrain vehicle club" means a ÇJub consistíng of individuals that promotes the recreational use of all-
terrain vehicles.
(bd)' All-terrain vehicle deâler" means a pe$on eâgâged in the sale of ail-terrain vehicles for a profrt at
wholesale or retail.

{bh} "Aiï-terafu vehicie distributor't meaas a person who sells or distributes all-tenain vehicles to.all-teuain
vehicle dealers or who maintains dish'ibutor represçntatives.
(bp) "All+enain vehicle manufacturer" means a person engaged in the rnanufacture of ali-tcnain vehicles for
sale to the public.
(bt) 'lAltr.terlain vehicle ¡entsri' Rteaûs. a person engaged in the rental or leasing of all-ter¿in vehicles tc the
public.
(c) "All+errain vehicle route" means a highway o¡ sidewalk designated for use by all-terrain vehicle operators
by the govefilmental ageney having jurisdiction as agthorized u¡ráer this section.
(d) "All-tenain vehicle tt:ail" means a marked comidor on public property àr on private lands subject to public
easemenl or leæe, designated.for use by all-tenain vehicle operatltrs by the govcrnrnental agency havi4g
jurisdictien, buÈexcludiag,r'aadw4ys.of,higliu,ays except those roadi.vays that aieserisonally not maintained fur
motor vehicle traffic.
(.dm) "Approved ptiblic treatment facility" has the neaning specified under ," 5ir¿5 {2).fS);
(e) "Controlled subst¿nce" has the meaning specified under s. 961.01 (4).
(Ð 'iControlled substance analog" has the meaning given in s. 961.01 (4m).
(fm) "Golf catt" means a vehicle whose speed attainable in one mile does not exceed 20 rniles per hour on a
paved, level surfaae, and that is designed and inteåded to convey one or raore Fersons.and equipmsn¡.f6,plav the
game of golf in an area designated as a golf course.
(gb) "Hazardous inhalant" mealx a substance fhalis ingested,,ínhaled, or othenvise introduced:iato the human
bodlr in a.manÍe¡ fhat does nst comply with any cautionary labeling that is required for fhe,substa¡roe under s.
1'00.3? ol: under federal law, or in a,Ínaryier that is not inte¡cied b¡ the manufêcturer o'f the- substance, and that is
intended to induee intoxication or eladþn, tr stupef,y the central nervous system, or to changg the humalr,audio,
visual, ol.mental prÕcesses.

{h) "Immediate familyi' means persons who are ¡elated as gpo,llsÊs, as siblings or as parentand chil.d.
(i) "Intoxieant" msaqs any alcohol beverage, hazardousinhalaRto controlled su'bstance, contlolled sllbstance
analog o¡ other drug, or any combination thereof,
(ic) "Intoxicafed operation of an ali-tegain ot u{ility. terrain vehicle law" means sub. (4c) or aloeai ordinanee in
eonfoirnity therewjth or, if the,operation of an atrl¡er¡ain orutility terrain vehicle is involved, s. 940.09 or
94A.25.
(id) "Lac du Flambeau band" means the Lac clu Fiambeau band of Lake Superior Chippewa.
(ie) "I-ac du Flambeaü reservation" means the tenttory within the bsr¡ndæiès,of the,Lac du Fl¿rrrbeau
resenratioa'that were in exisfencç on April 10, 1996,
(if1 'Land rrniier the neanagement and ccntrcl of the personts immediate farnily" rnêans land irwned or leased by
the person or a meRrber of ,th€',personls imrnediate famíly over which the owner or lessçe. has.maaagement:and
control. This term excludes land owned or leasecl by an organirationof Ehich the person or a member of the
personls. irnmcdiate family is a rnçmben



(ig) "Law enforcement offi.cel" haslhe meaning specified uncler s, 165.3I {2) fc) and includes a person
appointed as a conservation s'arden by the depafiment under s. 23.10 (J).
(ik) "Low presswe tire" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (27e).
(im) "Lorv-.speed vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 {27h);
(ip) -'ð4ini-truck" means a mÕtor truck, as defined in s. 340.01 (34), having a top speed of nol mole than 60
nfles per hour, and that is all ofthe following.:
1,. Forvered by an internal combustion engine with a piston or rotor dispiacement of not less than 660 cubic
ce.t¡timete¡s.
2, Not more than 60 inches wide.
3. Not more than 1,600 poünds in dry, ualoa<led weight.
4. Manufaefured with a locking enclosed cab and a lreated ïnterior
{iq) "Nonçneumaiic'tire" means a tire thatiS,designeiÍ, b,v.the manufacturer to meet all of the following
æquirer,rrents:
tr. To lrave a minimum ç'idth of 6 inches.
2. To hav.ça reinforeed sttucture,
3, To not be supported by air pressure.
(irJ '"q"t**s'' rn€411s to exercise physical contld over thespeed or direetion of-ari all-tcnain vehicle or utïIity
terrain v.ehide or to physically manipulate,or,activate ány ofthe eont+ols of the vehicle necessarlr to put ïf in
motion.
(i1) ' Operation" means the exereise of physical coatrol or¡er the speed or direction of an all-temain vehicle or
utility ter¡ain'vehicle or the physicál manipulation or activatiou of:any of the c¡ntroisofthevehicle necessary to
put it in motion.
(iw)'Operator!' ñteans â person who oper4te:s an¿ll.terraia vcåicle or utility ter¡ain vehicle, who is responsible
for the op-sration of,an all+erain vehicle or utility Tef¿ia vehiele or rvho is su¡ervising the operatioa sian all-
tpn'ain vehicle or utility tenain vehicle.

fi) "Owner" means a person who has lawful possession of an ali-tenain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle by
virfue of legal title or equitable interest in the vehicle which entitlçs the person to possession of the vEhicle.

fie-) '?roof ' whet used in refereRce to evlderrce of a registrâtion document, safety certificate, trail pass, or
temporary trail use receipt, means the original registtatlon document, safety certificate, trail pass, or teì.nporary
trail ue receipt issued by the depar.trnent or anegent appointed under sub. or {2i) (fr. I. or any
altemative form of ploof designated by rule urder s. 23.47 Í.1\.
{ie) "Purpose of asthodzed atralysisu nleal1s for the pupose of determining,or obtainingevidence of the
presençe, quântity or eoneentraticn of arly inÈsxicant in a person's blosd, breath or urine.
fim)'lRe sal iawu trleans sub. #pXpl or a locai ordinance,inconfo,nnþ thcrewith,
,ül)'Registration documenti' means an all-terrajn vehicle or utiiìt1'terain vehicle re,gistration cer{ificate, a
lempûrary operaling rceeiBt, or a rçsistration decal.
(o) "Restricted controlled substance" means any of the follorving:
l. A:sontrolled substæree included in.sehedule I under ch. 961 other than a tetrahydratânnabinol.
2, Acontrolled sr:bstarice ¿nalog, asdefinsd in s. 961.0i {TrS), of a controlled substance described in subd. 1.

3. Cocai.ne or anl/ of ils metaboiites.
4. Methamphetamine.
5,. Ðe1ta-9-ætrahydrocannabinol.
(p) "Smali all-terrain vehicle" means an all-terrain vehicle thât has 4 wheels and that has either an engine
cerlified by the manufacturer at nol moreilhan 130 cubic centirnete¡s or,an e-quivdg,nt po.wer:unit-
(ipm)'"Srnall utili$, ten:ain v.ehiele" mea11s a utilitlr terrain vehiclethat has 4 '¡¡hee1s and that has either an
engine eerJified by the manüfactu¡sr åt nst more than 2CI0,ssbie centirnetels,ar'an equivalent power unit.
(iq) "Snolv removal devieç'' means an attaehment designed and installed for the purpose of removing snow An
attachnrent rurder this p*rcgraph,may åe a plor.v blade, btrower, bucket, or brush.
,fir) "TÞmpotary operaTing.receipt" meang a receipt issued biy the departlnent o.r rn agent undsr sub, {2} [ig] l¡¡.
that shows that an application and the required fees for a registration eetificate have been submitted to the
deparlment or an âgeåt appoinæd under sub. (2) li) 3.

fis) "Test facilìty".raeans a test facility or agency prepared to admínister tests under s,.343.385 ,



(n) "Used exclusiveþ on private property" üiears use of an all-terrain vehicle or utility terain vehicle by the
owner of the r:ehicle or a mernber of his or her im¡nediate fanrily only on iaild orvned or leased by the veiiicle
ûwner or a menber of his or her iurmediate family.
(ng) "Utility terrain vehicle" means any of the follou4ng:
1. A comnrercially designecl and manufactured motor driven device that does not meet federal motor vchiclc
safetystanda¡ds iu- e,ffect on July I,'2Ð.1.2, that is not a golf cart, Iolwspeed vehicle, dune buggl'. miiri-tiuck, or
tracked vehiele, that is designed to bç used primariiy off of a irighlvay, and that has, arl¿l, rv€s originally
manufactured with, all of the following:
a, A weigbt, withcut fk¡ids, of 2;000 pounds or less.
b. Four or nlorelorv.pressur€ lires or troâ;prter]matic tires.
d. A sTeerlng wheel,
e. A tail light.
f. A brake lighr
g, Twq headlights.
h, A width of noi more than 65 inches.
j . A ,system of seat be-lts. or a sinailar systeirr, for restrainiag each occupanl of the device irr the event of an

aecident.
k. A system of structural:members designed to reduce the likelihood that an occupafil would be crushed as the

resuit of a rollover gf thc device.
2. A commereially designed and manufaelured motor driven device to which all of the follorving applies:
a. lt has'a w.eig1rt, ç.itliout f.luids¡ ofmore than 900 pounds but notmore than 20S0. pçunds,
b. Ithas a width of 5ûinehes or 1ess.

c. It is equipped with a seat designed to be straddled by the operator.
d. It travels on 3 or more low-pl'essule tirçs or non-pneumatic tires.
(ni) "Utility terrain vehicle deaier" means a person engaged in the sale of utility terrain vehicles for a profit at

wholesale ol letail.
(nk) "Utility terrain vehicle distributor" means a person who sells or distributes utility terraiu'vehicles to utility
termin vehicle dealers or who maintains distributor representatives.

{nm) "Utility terrain vehlcJemanufaetr,¡rer" means a person engaged in the maaufucturç of utility terrain
vehiolcs for sale to the publie.
(np) "tititily terrain vehicle renter" means a pôrso¡l engaged in the rental or leasing of lrrility lenain vehicles to
tbeprrblic.
cross.r+fercace : Seç also definitions in s. 340.01 .

|NOTE: 23.33(1) through 23.33(3) omitted here.l

(4) OnrnaroN oN oR NEAI{ HIcII\ÀfAys.
($ Freeways. No peqson atay operafe an all.terrain vehicle or utility {ermin vehicle upon any palt of any fleeway
whieli is a pa* of the federal system of intersiate and defeas,e'highrvays. No pelsor111ãy ope:ate an all-.lerraÌn
vehicle or utilþterain vehicle upon any part of any other fteeway unless the department of transpoftation
authorizes the use of that vehicls on that freeway. No person may operate an al'l-terrain vehicle or utility terain
vehicle with a snow removal devíce atfached upon any part of any freeway nnder any circqmstances.
'{b} Other ltíghwq's; operatioa.restr¡'¿red, Nþ person may operate an all-tenain vehiole.oi utí}i:ty terr¿in vehiele on
a highway except âs authorized under pars. {d, and ($ and sub. lL1) (am) 2, or l' or.as æuthotized by rules
promulgated by the department and approved by the department of transportation,
(e) Exee,ptions; wunicipal, state and utility operalians; races and derbles; land su¡uqsing operatíôrîs.

L . F,arâgaphs þ) and @ do not appþ to the opelator of aa' all-terrain vehicle or utility terrain vehîcle owned by
a municipality, state agency, or publlc utility, or by the Great Lakes lndian Fish and Wildlife Commission,
while the operator is engaged in an ernergency or in the operation of an all'terrain vçhiele or utility tenain
velricle direetly related to the functions of the rnunicip.a ity, istate ag€ney, ar public utïlitg 'or of the S¡eat Lakes
Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, if safety does not require strict adherence to these restrictions.



1m. Palagraphs þ) anci (þ) do not appiy to the operator of an, all-terrain vehiele or utility te¡rain vehicle who is
engaged in land suleying operations, if,safe,ty does not require strict adherençe tc the restrictions under pars.

þ) and þ).
2. Faraglaph þ) does'not apply to a highway blockcd off for special ail-terain ræhicle or utilitv tenain velricle
et'ents. A county, town, city or village may block off highu,ays under its jurisdiction for the purpose of allowin*q
special all-tenain vehicle or utilit5" ter¡ain vehicle events. No slate aunk highway or cÕmecting high*a1,, or
patt{rereof" may be blooked off by any countl., town, city or village for any all-tenain vehiele.or utílity ten'ain
vehicle race ot derby, A" county, town, eþ or village shall notify the local police depar{menf and. the county
sheriffsof{ice al least one week in advance of'the time and place of any all-terrain vehicle orutiliry terrain
vehicle race or derby which may resuit in any street, or part thereof, of the county, town, city or village being
biocked off.
(d) Operation on roadway. A percon may operate an all-tenain vehicle or utility tenain vehicle on the roadway
portion of any highway only in the following situations:
1. To uoss a roadway. The crossing of a roadway is authorized only if the crossing is done in the most direct
manner prâcJicahle, if the crossing is:raÈde at a plaee x'hero no obstruction preverifs a quick aqd saf€ uossing,.
and if the operator stops the ali-terrain vehicle or utility tenain vehicie prior to the crossing and yields the right-
of-ivay to other vehicles, pedestrians, and electric persorial assistive moUitity devices using the ròadnay.
2. Qn any roadway *drich is seasonaþ not maintained fo¡ motor vehicle- traffrc. Qperaiion of an all.tei'raìn
vehiele or u,tilþ termin vehicle on this type of loadway is authorized onl¡' during {he seasons *'hen no
maintenance occurs and only if the roadway is not offrcially closed to all-temain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle
traffic.
a

a, To cross a o-ridge, culver1, or rail¡oad right-of-way. The.elossing of a bridge, culvert, or raiiroad right-oÊway
is not aulhorized if the roadrvay is offrcially closed to ¿lLteriain vehicle or ufutity terrain vehicle traffic, exceæt
as provided i¡ subd- .3, þ. The crossing is authorized only if the erossing is done in the most direct rTlãmer
praeticable, if the erossing is made at aptrace where.no obstruction prevelts a quick and safe crossing, and if the
operator stops the vehicle prior to the crossing and yields the right-of-way to other vehicles, pedestrians, and
electric personal assistir.re.rnobilily deviees using the roa.d.way.

b. A person may operate an ali-terrain vehicle or uliiity tenain vehicle on the roadway or shoulder of any
highway to oross a bridge that is 1 ,000 feet it1 length o¡ less if the operation is in compliance w'ith a eounty
ordinance adopted under sub, (1 1) (gm) 3. that applies to that bridge and a city, viliage, or town ordinance
adopted under sub. (1 1) (am) 3. that applies to that bridge.
4. On roadways which are designated as all-tenajn vehicle routes. Operation of all.terrain vehic.les andutiliþr
terrain vehicles on a roadway which is an all-ten'ain vehicle route is autholized oniy for the exrreme right side
of the road*ray'except tl.r¿t lefl iurns nray bc rnade froar any parÏ of the:roaclway whích is safe givetprerrailing
conditiaus,
5. On roadways if the all-terlain vcåicle or-utiþ ter¡¿ïavchisle is an,irnplement of husbandry, if theall.tenain
vehiclc or utility terrain vehicle is used exclusively for agriculnu'al purposes and if the all-ænain vehicle'or
utitity terrain vehiclc is registered for private use under sub. (21 (d) or (2g). Operation of an all-terrain vehicle or
utility tenain vehicle r¡r"hich is an implement of husbandry on a roádway is authorized only for the extreme right
side ofthe roadwa,y exc.ept that left tums may be made from any pa$ of the road*'ay which is safe given
prevailing conditions.
6. On rcadways ifthe operator of'the all-tenain vehicle or utilily telrain vehicle is a per,son who holds a ClassA
pennit or a Class Ë pernit under s, 29.193 {21 and who is tr:aveling for the purposes of,hunting-or is othenvjse,
engaging in an activity authorized by the permit.
7. Onroadways of highways that ars,all-tçnain vehicle traîls.
(e) Operation adjacent to roødway. A person may operate an all-terrain vehicle or utility teuain vehicle adjacent
to a foadway on ¿n all-terrain vehisle ¡oute or'trail if,the.person operates the all-tenain vehicleor utilit)¡ tenain
vehicle in the following manner:
1. At a distanc€ of 10 or more feet &onr the roadway along U.S, numbered highways and state 4nd oomfSr
highways. Travel on the median of a divided highwey is prohibited sxçept to cross.
2. Outside of the roadway along town highways.



3. During hours of darkness in the same direction as motor vehicle traffic in the nearest lane unless all of the
foilowing apply:
a. The all-terrain vehicle route or trail is located at least 40 feet from the roadway or is separated from the
roadway by a head lamp barrier.
b. The use of the all-terrain vehicle route or trail is approved by the department of transportation with respect to
all-terrain vehicle routes or trails located near or crossing state trunk highways or by the offrcer in charge of
maintenance with respect to all-tenain vehicle routes or trails located near or crossing other highways.
3m, During daylight hours, travel may be in either direction regardless of the flow of motor vehicle traffic.
4. Not in excess of the speed limits of the adjacent roadway.
5. With due regard to safety and in compliance with rules promulgated by the department and approved by the
department of transportation.
(f) Operation with snow removal device dttached. Except as prohibited under par. (s), and subject to ordinances
enacted under sub. (11) (¡m) 2., a person may operate an all+errain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle with a snow
removal device attached on a roadway or adjacent to a roadway or on a public sidewalk during the period
beginning on October 1 and ending on April 30 of each year for the purpose of removing snow if such operation
is necessary to travel to or from a site where the snow removal device will be used. The travel necessary to or
from the site may not exceed 2 miles. Operation of such an all-tenain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle on a
roadway or adjacent to a roadway is authorized only if the applicable roadway speed iimit is 45 miles per hour
or less. Operation on a roadway of such an all-terrain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle is authorized only for the
extreme right side of the roadway except that left tums may be made from any part of the roadway where it is
safe to do so given prevailing conditions. Operation adjacent to a roadway of such an all-terrain vehicle or
utility terrain vehicle shall comply with the applicable speed limit and with par. (e) 1., 2.,3,,3m., and 5.
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This guideline and attached suggested ordinance is provided to assist the county, town,
city, or village administrator with examining the considerations for ATV routes within
the community.

There are specifrc statutes and codes that govern routes. A complete list of the statutes
and codes are provided in the appendix of this guideline.

Original Route lntent - The route is generally recognized as a means to connect
the terminal end of a trail (when it is obstructed by a city, village, river, rail¡oad track or
other impediment) back to the trail on the other side of the obstruction

Route - A Route is a highway or sidewalk designated for use by ATV operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction. Routes are identihed at the beginning
point by a 24"XI8" sign showing a white silhouette of an ATV on a green
background. White directional arows (12"X9") on a green background, show
the continuation of the route.

Trail - A tail is a marked corridor on pubtc propefy or on private lands subject to
public easement or lease, designated for use by all-terrain vehicle operators by
the governmental agency having jurisdiction, but excluding roadways of
highways except those roadways which are not seasonally mainøined for motor
vehicle traffic. Trails are identified by 6"X6" signs showing a white silhouette of
an ATV on abrownbackground.

State law does not allow ATV residential or lodging access within communities in the
manner that is afforded to snowmobile users. However, significant trends involving
routes have been seen within several communities recently. These trends are in two
forms; 1) Attempt to mimic the snowmobile statutes by opening all town roads to ATV
use, 2) Create routes for meaningful riding experiences or as total means of ATV
recreation. Providing the latter as a riding experience is generally contrary to the original
route purpose, safety practices and machine design. Regardless of the trend's pu{pose,
neither of these route fires is created in the context of the original route function. But, is
that all bad? Deciding whether these types of (route) uses hold positive or negative
effects greatþ depends on individual circumstances within the community. It is difficult
to broad brush either trend good or bad, but loosely, both trends raise concems for the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which is charged with the ATV safety and law
enforcement components.

Before we begin to discuss the finer points of routes, signage and legal requirements, we
should first discuss the unsaid and perhaps the intangibles that affect ATVers, routes,
communities and of course you, the administator.

There are several of these intangible issues that will affect ATV use in your county and as
the community adminisûator it is incumbent upon you to consider each area carefully.
Some of the considerations are; Safety & Liability, Law Enforcement, Tourism &
Community Acceptance.
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The single most important route consideration will be the safety of g!! ATV riders,
pedestrians, bicyclist, automobile operators and others. As the administrator and
potentially the advocate for the adoption of a route, you should know cerüain things about
ATVs and the way they handle so that you can make informed recommendations.

It seems simple enough that ATV routes will likely increase ATV user participation.
With that said, you might not have considered that the ATV riding public would be
subject to more frequent intermingling with automobiles. The more automobiles and
ATVs mix the higher the risk to eachparly, especially when you consider the following;

Many of the ATVs in use today are not equipped with brake lights; taillamps yes, but not
brake lights; this includes currentþ produced machines. When you realize this fact you
can certainly see mixing ATVs with motor vehicles in a very different light.

The lack of brake lighs complicates a young rider's multitasking skills when coupled
with the need to use both hands to handle the ATV and the need to use hand signals. Add
this to required braking, (needed) quick decision-making skills and you can have a very
confused rider, not to mention an unsafe one.

¡ You should note that the DNR has concerns about increasing the use of ATVs on
roadways with a broad-brush approach. The entire engineering makeup of an all-
terrain vehicle is based on the premise of off-road use. Specifically, the ATV
tires dictate that the machines be used offthe roadway. All-terrain vehicle tires
are designed to provide tread slip under some conditions, yet provide grip under
others. The majority of problems associated with roadway accidents are a result
of losing control due to the physics of tire and roadway incompatibility. The
mere chanqe in the road surfaee can and does cause crashes when not used
properlv.

Considerations should be given to route speed limits when changes in road
surfaces occur. Changing from pavement to mud, gravel, etc. or any combination
thereof can create a hazardous riding situation if speeds are excessive. The ATV
will handle differentþ on each surface.

o An additional complication is noted when all-terrain vehicles are operated with
one set of wheels on the paved portion of the road and the other set of tires on the
non-paved portion of the road. The wheels on the paved portion grip the roadway
with stress and rotate slower than the wheels on the non-paved surface. This type
of operation coupled with a tum, slight bump or rut can create a physical upset of
the machine under cerüain conditions.

ATVs can be used responsibly on paved roadways when precautions are taken to reduce
the crash potential. Anecdotal accounts by reviewing ordinances have noted route speed
restrictions from 10-25 mph. Also, when applicable, the ordinances mimic state speed

¡d&46r¡d&ut.&
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restrictions, restricting operation to 10-mph when within 100 feet of pedestrians and
when within 150 feet of a home. Although it's required by state statute, route ordinances
have generally restated:

. Headlights and tail lights must be turned on at all times
o Youth under 76 arc required to have safety certificates
o All persons under 18 operating and/or riding on an ATV must wear a helmet

Of all the areas that can truly create discomfort for an adminishator, it will be in the area
of public safety and the need to act reasonably. The administrator or towr/county official
should be mindful to any area involving the safety of the ATVing public.

Suggestion: Prior to creating a route, consider the amount and type of
automobile traffic the road receivesl the potential number
of ATV riders that will use the route, ATV rider age
potential, speeds that can be generated by ATVs, proper
speed limits, stop signs/lights, intersections, pedestrian
traffic, road surfaces (pavement, ice, mud, gravelr).

The ATV statutes and codes fall specifically within the DNR's jurisdiction, but that
doesn't mean as much as you might think when considering who actually enforces these
laws. Certainly, conservation wardens enforce ATV laws and in addition so can an
officer of the state traffic patrol under s. 110.07 (1), inspector under s. 110.07 (3), county
sheriffs/deputies or municipal peace officers. But, the assumption that conservation
wardens will be the main law-enforcing officers of these laws (routes) will be a mistake
that could cause distress for the administrator later on.

DNR Law Enforcement...

The DNR has 4-position (FTE) equivalents that are dedicated to the ATV program.
These equivalents tanslate tnto 7,320 hours. The hours are distributed among the entire
warden service (209) and are used for a variety of ATV related duties; including law
enforcement, safety education, court, maintenance, accident investigation, public
relations, and other activities. Unfortunately, this breakdown also translates into roughly
nine hours of enforcement work that is available per warden/ year. The "DNR-hours
dilemma" is that the agency is not authonzedto work time beyond what the legislature
has granted and there has been limited success in acquiring new FTE. Results: The DNR
must reþ heavily on local enforcement efforts.

County Law Enforcement...

The DNR provides grant money to counties for ATV law enforcement purposes.
However, the county sheriffs offices are the only law enforcement branch eligible for the
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grants. Of the 72 Wisconsin counties, only 18-20 have traditionally participated in the
patrol grant process and only $70,000 state dollars are available for distribution.

Local Law Enforcement...

Local enforcement efforts besides the sheriffs'have generally been limited as well. Part
of limited enforcement efforts could be because of grant ineligibilify: cities and villages
cannot apply. Additionally, when a city or village determines priorities for deploying
officers and working criminal activity, ATV riding can receive low rankings and can be
even lower on the agency's priority list. The results can sometimes yield high numbers of
violations, high complaints and low community tolerance - end result - frustration and
traiVroute closures.

An additional consideration - Most towns do not employ their own law enforcement
officers as do cities and villages. Creating a route in the township, away from the city or
village, places additional law enforcement responsibility upon the DNR and/or sheriff
patrols. Under current conditions increased coverage is not likely to be available.

To be successful, local law enforcement must support the use of ATVs and the use of a
route(s) or at least commit to heþ keep problems to a minimum. If law enforcement is
not available to handle the problems that may occur with associated/increased use, you
will suffer the effects of poor planning even if the route is later removed.

Suggestion: Consider your law enforcement resources carefully prior to
creating a route.

ATV use within the community has been on the increase, and at times it's been increasing
despite the lack of trails and or routes. One of the benefits of having an ATV trail
intemrpted by a city is that a properþ placdd route can divert ATV trafTic to local
businesses as long as the route passes adjacent to the businesses. Restaurants, motels, gas

stations and chambers of commerce can see a substantial increase in foot traffic that is
delivered via ATV. There are both pros and cons to the diverted ATV use in the business
cornmunity.

c ATVs use can bring tourism dollars to the business.
o Increased ATV use in the citylvillage can bring congestion, which in turn will

create frustrations for automobile operators and ATVers.
o At times, ATV users may take shorts cuts with automobile right of way laws.
¡ Increased ATV use among automobile traffic increases apprehensions about

risking vehicular collisions, not only for citizens, but law enforcement as well.
o A small number of ATV users will take liberty by "exploring" areas/roads away

from the route and will create a negative i-age for all ATV users.
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Route signing must be clear to everyone. Adjustments may be necessary if ATV users
constantly become lost or stray from the route. This should not be a problem with a
properly posted route.

The use of posted signs showing NO AWs can prevent problems ahead of time.
However, once you begin to use a system of signs, you must stay with it. The
Trail Siqnins Handbook (PUB-CF- 023) will provide the proper guidance for

posting legally required signs. Review your routes - the ATVer may be confused if you
post the NO ATV sign at some intersecting roads and then fail to place them at others.
Inconsistency may give the impression that it's okay to ride there.

Look beyond your own community and attempt to detennine the effects a route will have
on adjoining towns, cities or villages or county, state or federal lands. Will the other
town/citylvillage accept the dead-end traffic to their jurisdiction? Will the route end up
connecting to another route or trail? Does the route fulfill the original intentions of the
route concept?

Suggestion: Consider carefully, the totality of the circumstances; law
enforcement needs/requirements, communify acceptance,
tourism benefits and safety (vehicle and ATÐ prior to
creating a route. Consider the long term results and/or
comments (pros and cons) that you might receive, or the
comments town officials and law enforcement may receive.
Consider ATV traffic that may unintentionally divert from
the route to business services that are not directly adjacent
to the route.

MEETING THE LEGAL REQI]IREMENTS F'OR ROUTES

When the route ordinance has been passed/approved by the local
jurisdiction, the clerk ofjurisdiction MUST send a copy of the
route/ordinance to:

Deparknent of Natural Resources
ATTN: ATV Section
P.O.Box792l,
Madison, WI53707

The clerk ofjurisdiction MUST also send a copy of the routelordinance to
the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the highway(s).

A
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C. The unit of govemment that designated the route SI{ALL post the proper
route signs or ensure that it is done. Sometimes the county, town, city or
village, while maintaining supervisory responsibility, designates this task
to an ATV club or an ATV association. Ultimately the designating unit of
government is responsible for signing the route.

NOTE: Failure to sign the route, yet allowing ÄTVs to operate, sets a
dangerous stage for litigation to follow any ATV accident that
occurs on the unsigned route.

Failure to sign a route also creates very difficult enforcement situations. Law
enforcement officers, especially state officers or county officers who may not be
as closely connected to the city or village activities, won't always know that a
route/ordinance has been adopted. In fact, this is more likeþ to be the case than
not. If this circumstance arises and the officer observes an ATV operating on a
roadway (unsigned route), the instinctual response is to determine the lawfulness
of the operation. Even though the operator may feel that helshe is legally
operating pursuant to the route allowances (which are written on paper only), the
person may in fact be violating the law. The goveming body that failed to place
the signs is also culpable. Keep in mind that if an ATV route/ordinance is passed,
the ATVers will likely be the first to know of it and will attempt to use it
immediately.

A citation issued under these circumstance immediately draws negative attention
to the governing body that created the route and every official that deals with the
charge; including the judge and the officer.

The DNR does not have ordinance review authority over routes or the ordinances
governing routes, but suggestions are made when inconsistencies are found.

A complete set of guidelines for signing trails can be located in the
Department of Natural Resources rrTrail Signing Handbookrr Publication
number PUB-CF-023.

GRANTS AND REIMBIJRSEMENTS . ELTGIBILITY (PAYING F'OR
SIGNS)

The cost of the initial set of route signs (to and from a trail and/or from a trail to services
and back to a ûail) is eligible for grant funds. However, you should know that the DNR
distributes available funds using a ranking system. Most of the grant applications (for
route signs) do not rank high enough to receive priority during the grant distribution
setting process. Therefore, the county, towr¡ city or village is often left with paying for
the signs completely. This result often places the unit of goverrment in a difficult
position to make a conscious decision'@" Taking the later
approach is tempting, especially when the all town roads have been opened as a route.



ATV Route Guideline and Suggestions

(A Community Officials Handbook)

The DNR discourages towns from managing routes in this manner. The cost for
maintaining a route is not a reimbursable expense.

NOTE: Merely placing one sign at the village, city or town limits and attempting to
notify the public that the entire set of roads within the jurisdiction are
considered routes, will not be sufficient to comply with the route-signing
requirements. Each road designated as a route must be marked in
accordance with the route-signing handbook Pub-CF-023 99Rev.

The Grant Application process is -
./ Complete and submit form 8700-159, which includes a brief description of your

project and a breakdown of the type of sign, quantity, and price. This must be
accompanied by the following documents:

'/ An ordinance passed by the municipalþ at a fonnal meeting,
'/ Amap of the municipality identiffing the roads being opened, where services are

and where signs are being proposed, and
/ A resolution approving the municipality's participation in the program (a sample

is on the back of 8700-159).

Äpplications@ofeachyear.tr.undingisbasedupon
priorities.

NOTE: Before completing your ordinance or application, it is recommended that
your talk to your Community Services Specialist and/or local warden about
the project.

rrd $Èèr¡ôr kù¡1.&
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SUGGESTED ATV ROUTE/ORDINANCE FORMAT

All-Terrain Vehicle Route

Village of Dunn, Dane County

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTES AND
REGULATING T}IE OPERATION OF ALL TERRAIN VET{ICLES

Section l- lntent

The Village of Dunn, Dane County adopts the following all-terrainvehicle route
for the operation of all-terrain vehicles upon the roadways listed in Section III.

Following due consideration of the recreational value to connect trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, public health, liability
aspects, terrain involved, traffic density and history of automobile trafüc, this
route(s) has been c¡eated.

Section ll - Statutory Author¡ty

This route is created pursuant to village authority under section 1.1.01 as

authorized by 23.33 (8) (b), Wis. Stats.

The applicable provisions of 23.33 regulating ATV operation pursuant to routes
are adopted.

Section lll - Routes

The following roads are designated as routes

A Clancy Road, beginning at Road 1 and ending at Town Line Road.
B. Johnsonville Lane in its entirety.
C. Said routes are further described and identified by the attrached map.

Section lV - Gonditions

As a condition for the use of this route, the following conditions shall apply to all
operators (and passengers);

A. All ATV operators shall observe posted roadway speed limits.
B. All ATV operators shall ride single file.
C. AII ATV operators shall slow the vehicle to 10-mph or less when

operating within 150 feet of a dwelling.
D. Routes must be signed in accordance with NR 64.12, and NR 64.12(7)c.

l0
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Section V - Enforcement

This ordinance shall be enforced by any law enforcement officer authorized to
enforce the laws of the state of 'Wisconsin.

Section Vl - Penalties

Wisconsin state All-Tenain Vehicle penalties as found in s. 23.33 (13) (a) Wis.
Stats., are adopted by reference.

Section Vll - Severability

The provision of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly
declared that the CountyÆown/CityA/illage would have passed the other
provisions of this ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions
may be declared invalid. If any provision of this ordinance or the application to
any person or circumstances is held invatd, the remainder of the ordinance and
the application of such provisions to other persons circumstances shall not be
deemed affected.

Section Vlll - Effective Date

This ordinance becomes effective upon passage and publication.

Passed this 10th Day of January 20t0

Dunn Village Clerk

ll
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All-Terrain Vehicle

of

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING

Section I - lntent

The of
adopts the following all-terrain vehicle ordinance/route for the operation of all-
terrain vehicles upon the roadways listed in Section Itr.

Following due consideration of the recreational value to connect trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, public health, liability
aspects, tenain involved traffic density and history of automobile traffic, this
ordinance has been created.

Section ll - Statutory Author¡ty

This route is created pursuant to
authority under
Stats.

as authorizedby 23.33 (8) (b), Wis.

Optionøl - the provisíons of 23.33 are ødopted.

Section lll - Routes

The following roads are designates as routes;

A

C. Said routes are further described and identified by the attached map.

Section lV - Conditions

As a condition for the use of this route, the following conditions shall apply to all
operators (and passengers where applicable);

B.

A.
B.

t2

C. Routes must be signed in accordance with NR 64.12, and NR 6a.I2(7)c.
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Section V - Enforcement

This ordinance shall be enforced by any law enforcement officer of the

County, Wisconsin.

Section Vl - Penalties

Wisconsin state All-Tenain Vehicle penalties as found in s. 23.33 (13) (a) 'Wis.
Stats., are adopted by reference.

Section Vll - Severability

The provision of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly
declared that the would have passed the other
provisions of this ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions
may be declared invalid. If any provision of this ordinance or the application to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance and
the application of such provisions to other persons circumstances shall not be
deemed affected.

Section Vlll - Effective Date

This ordinance becomes effective upon passage and publication.

Passed this Day of

Clerk

20

13
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Appendix B

ATV RoUTES

A Reference of Statutes and Codes

"All-terrain vehicle ROUTE" means a highway or sidewalk
designated for use by all-tenain vehicle operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction as authorized under
this section.

Operation on or near highways.

Operation on roadway. A person may operate an all-terrain
vehicle on the roadway portion of any highway only in the
following situations:

4. On roadways which are designated as all-terrain vehicle
ROUTES. Operation of all-terrain vehicles on a roadway
which is an all-terrain vehicle ROUTE is authorized only
for the extreme right side of the roadway except that left
turns may be made from any part of the roadway which is
safe given prevailing conditions.

Operation adjacent to roadway. A person may operate an all-
terrain vehicle adjacent to a roadway on an all-tenain vehicle
ROUTE or trail if the person operates the all-tenain vehicle in
the following manner:

ROUTES and trails.

(a) Department authority. The department shall encourage
and supervise a system of all-tenain vehicle ROUTES
and trails. The department may establish standards and
procedures for certiffing the designation of all-tenain
vehicle ROUTES and trails.

(b) ROUTES. A town, village, cþ or county may designate
highways as all-terrain vehicle ROUTES. No state trunk
highway or connecting highway may be designated as an

14 
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all-terrain vehicle ROUTE unless the department of
transportation approves the designation.

Restrictions. The designating authority may specit/
effective periods for the use of all-terrain vehicle
ROUTES and trails and may restrict or prohibit the
operation of an all-tenain vehicle during certain periods
of the year.

Signs. The department, in cooperation with the
department of transportation, shall establish uniform all-
terrain vehicle ROUTE and trail signs and standards.

Interference with signs and standards prohibited.

1. No person may intentionally remove, damage,
deface, move or obstruct any uniform all-tenain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sign or standard or
intentionally interfere with the effective operation
of any uniform all-tenain vehicle ROUTE or trail
sign or standards if the sign or standard is legally
placed by the state, any municipality or any
authorized individual.

2. No person may possess any uniform all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sþ or standard of the
type established by the departrnent for the waming,
instruction or information of the public, unless he
or she obtained the uniform all-terrain vehicle
ROUTE or trail sign or standard in a lawful
manner. Possession of a uniform all-terrain vehicle
ROUTE or trail sign or st¿ndard creates a
rebuttable presumption of illegal possession.

23.33 (9) Administration; enforcement; aids.

(b) All-tenain vehicle projects. Any of the following all-
terrain vehicle projects are eligible for funding as a state
all-terrain vehicle project from the appropriation account
under s.20.370 (1) (nÐ or for aid as a nonstate all-

(d)

(e)

(Ð

15
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tenatnvehicle project from the appropriation accounts
under s.20.370 (5) (ct) and (cu):

3. Development of all-terrain vehicle ROUTES or
all-terrain vehicle trails.

Development or maintenance of a snowmobile
ROUTE or trail or an off-the-road motorcycle trail
or facilþ if the ROUTE, trail or facility is open
for use by all-tenain vehicles.

Maintenance of all-terrain vehicle ROUTE or all-
terrain vehicle trails.

23.33 (11) Local ordinances.

(a) Counties, towns, cities and villages may enact ordinances
regulating all-terrain vehicles on all-terrain vehicle trails
maintained by or on all-terrain vehicle ROIITES
designated by the county, city, town or village.

Any county, town, cþ or village may enact an ordinance
which is in strict conformity with this section and rules
promulgated by the department under this section, if the
ordinance encompasses all aspects encompassed by this
section.

(am)

(b) If a county, town, city or village adopts an ordinance
regulating all-tenain vehicles, its clerk shall immediately
send a copy of the ordinance to the department and to the
office of any law enforcement agency of the municipalþ
or county having jurisdiction over any highway
designated ÍN an all-tenain vehicle ROUTE.

23.33 (13) Penalties.

Restoration or replacement of signs and standards. In
addition to any other penaþ, the court may order the
defendant to restore or replace any uniform all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sign or standard that the

4.

5.

t6
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defendæt removed, damaged, defaced, moved or
obstructed

AISNOT. County fores't roads open to vehicular haffic are hþhways ftat can be
designated as ROUTES'under sub. (8) þ).77 Atty. Gen. 52.

t7
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RULES AI{D REGULATIONS

NR 64.12 ROUTES.

Ø "All-terrain vehicle ROUTE" means a highway or sidewalk
designated for use by all-tenain vehicle operators by the
govemmental agency having jurisdiction.

NR 64.1.2 ROUTES.

(1) An all-terrain vehicle ROUTE may be established by a town,
city, village or county by adopting an ordinance designating a
highway as an all-tenain vehicle ROUTE and signing the
highway in accord with s. 23.33 (8), Stats., and rules of the
deparbnent.

(2) A town, cþ, village or county may adopt an ordinance
designating a state trunk highway or connecting highway as an
all-tenain vehicle ROUTE if the department of transportation
approves the designation.

(3) A town, cþ, village or county may adopt an ordinance
designating a sidewalk of a state trunk highway bridge as an
all-terrain vehicle ROUTE with the approval of the departrnent
of transportation.

(4) A town, city, village or county may designate a ROUTE as an
all-tenain vehicle ROUTE during certain periods of the year
and prohibit the operation of all-tenain vehicles on that
ROUTE during other periods of the year.

(5) All-tenain vehicle operation is not permitted on state trunk
highways or connecting highways except as provided for under
s.23.33 (4), Søts., or sub. (2) or (3).

(6) No person may operate an all-terrain vehicle on a restricted all-
terrain vehicle ROUTE during any period of the year when the
operation of all-terrain vehicles is prohibited.

l8
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(7) Signs for all-terrain vehicle ROUTES on highways and

sidewalks designated for use by the governmental unit having
jurisdiction as authoÅzedunder s.23.33 (8), Stats., shall meet
he following requirements:

(a)

(b)

(c)

The all-tenain vehicle ROUTE sign shall have a
reflectorized white symbol, border and message on a
reflectorized gteen background. The standard and
minimum size of this sign shall be 24"XI8". The sigr¡
including the stylized all-tenain vehicle synrbol and the
word message "ATV ROUTE", shall conform to the
standard design on file in the deparhnent of
transportation.

The directional ¿urow marker (M7 series) shall have a
reflectorized white arro\M and border on a reflectonzed
green background. The standard and minimum size of a
directional affo\M shall be I2"X9".

An all-tenain vehicle ROUTE sign with directional
arrow, where appropriate, shall be placed at the
beginning of an all-terrain vehicle ROUTE and at such
locations and intervals as necessary to enable all-tenain
vehicle operators to follow the ROUTE.
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ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTE SIGN AND ARROWS
(M-7 SERTBS)

GREEN REFLECTORZED BACKGROI.IND WITH WHITE
REFLECTORTZED LETTERS, SYMBOLS, AND BORDER

(d) All-tenainvehicle ROUTE signing shall be done by or
under the direction of and is the responsibility of the unit
of government which designates the all-tenain vehicle
ROUTE.

NR 64.14 All-terrain vehicle trail aid.

(1) DISTRIBUTION. The department shall distribute all-terrain
vehicle project aids on the basis of a priority system according
to the following priority ranked pu{poses;

(a) Maintenance of existing approved all-tenain vehicle
areas and trails, including ROUTES;

(e) Acquisition of land in fee and development of new all-
terrain vehicle areas and trails, including ROUTES.

#4F

Æ #
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Qm) MAINTENANCE OF ROUTES. The department may provide
state aid up to I00% of the cost of the purchase of all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE signs and arrows, trail crossing warning signs,
and sþs briefly explaining the intoxicated all-tenain vehicle
operator law. All-terrain vehicle ROUTES, whether a part of
an approved all-terrain vehicle trail or not, are not eligible for
per mile maintenance payments under sub. (2).

(6) Development

(d) The deparbnent shall distribute aids for all-tenain
vehicle areas and trail development projects, including
ROUTES, considering the following criteria:

1. All-tenainvehicle ROUTES, areas and tails in
counties where ROUTES, areas, and trails are in
short supply in comparison to demand.

2. All-tenain vehicle ROUTES and fails that
provide connecting loops or origin-destination
segments over dead end segments.

3. All-tenain vehicle ROUTES or fiails that provide
connections from one jurisdiction to another.

4. All-tenain vehicle ROUTES and trails that have
potential for year round use.

5. All-tenain vehicle ROUTES, areas and fails to
be developed on publicly owned land or land under
easements or other agreements for 3 years or
gleater.
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MISCELLANEOUS STATUTES and references

84.02(1) Designation. The system of highways known as the trunk highway system
heretofore selected and laid out by the legislature and by the highway commission and by
special legislative súate trunk highway committees and approved by said highway
commission and as revised, altered and changed by and under authority vested by law in
the highway commission, is hereby validated and confirmed and designated the state
trunk highway system but without prejudice to the exercise of the power given to change
such system, and all acts by which parts of said system were heretofore adopted or
declared to be tunk highways are confilmed and validated. Section 50.32 (2) does not
apply to the state tunk highway system.

84.02(11) Connecting highways. The state trunk highway system shall not include the
marked routes thereof over the streets or highways in municipalities which the
deparhnent has designated as being connecting highways. Those municipal streets or
highways so excluded as state trunk highways but marked as such and designated as
connecting highways are further described and the aids detennined therefor under s.
86.32.

84.29 National system of interstate highways.

86.32(1) The deparhent may designate, or rescind the designation of, certain marked
routes of the state trunk highway system over the streets or highways in any municipality
for which the municipality will be responsible for maintenance and taffic conûol and the
maintenance and operation of any swing or lift bridge. Such maintenance, operation and
traffic control of the connecting highways and swing and lift bridges shall be subject to
review and approval by the departrnent. Those marked routes of the state trunk highway
system designated as connecting streets prior to July 1, 1977, slnllbecome the
connecting highways in municipalities which are eligible for aids payments under this
section. The character of travel service provided by a route, uniformity of maintenance,
the effect on the mainøining agency, and the municipality's maintenance capability will
be considerations by the secretary, in cooperation with the municipalities and counties in
making shanges in the connecting highways of the state trunk highway system in
municipalities. The decision of the secretary to designate or rescind a designation may be
appealed to the division of hearings and appeals, which may affrrrn, reverse or modi$r the
secretary's decision.

340.01 (22) "Highway" means all public ways and thoroughfares and bridges on the
same. It includes the entire width between the boundary lines of every way open to the
use of the public as a matter of right for the puposes of vehicular travel. It includes those
roads or driveways in the state, county or municipal parks and in state forests which have
been opened to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular fravel and roads or
driveways upon the grounds of public schools, as defined in s. 115.01 (1), and institutions
under the jurisdiction of the county board of supervisors, but does not include private
roads or driveways as defined in sub. (46).
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340.01 (60) "State trunk highwayrr means any highway designated pursuant to s. 84.02 or
84.29 as part of the state trunk highway system, exclusive of connecting highways.

To view the state truck highway system, see "Official State Trunk Highway System
Maps," Wisconsin Dept of Transportation, Division of Transportation Infrastructure
Development

State Trunk Highways

"The Department of Transportation's (DOT) state trunk highway progrøm is responsible

for the construction, improvement and maintenance of the state's I 1,752 rnile trunk
highway system."

"The responsibilityfor roads ønd highways is divided between local governments and the
state. The støte generally has jurisdiction over arteríql roads, whichfunction as

corridors for interstate and intenegional trøvel. This network is called the støte trunk
highway system. Generally, counties are responsible þr collector roads, which serve
short dístønce, intraregional trffic or provide connections betyveen arteríal roads and
local roads. Municipalities are responsible þr local roads, such as residential streets
and town roads, which provide property access and short distance, Iocal mobility
servíces. Jurisdiction does not always follow this functionøl classification. For instance,
a county road can begin tofunction as an arterial highway if trffic pøtterns change.
However, current DOT policy is to align jurisdictional responsibilities withfunctional
clas siJì cations whenever pos s ible. "

"Although state highways comprise only 10.5% of total road mileage, they cørry 59.7%
of the total trffic volurne. Of the 11,752 miles of støte highway in the systern, about 87o/o

are rural, 8% are urban and 50Á are considered connecting highways."

Connecting Highways

"Connectíng híghways are stqte trunk highways that lie within the corporate limits of
l ar ger mun icipøl iti e s. "

"State Trunk highway and Connecting Highways" - Source - John Dyck Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal
Bureau, Madison, WI, 2001
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