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                          136 North Monroe Street 
 Waterloo, WI 53594-1198 

      Phone:  (920) 478-3025 
      Fax: (920) 478-2021 

            www.waterloowi.us 

______________________________________________________________________________              __ 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF A COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WATERLOO 

 
Pursuant to Section 19.84 Wisconsin Statutes, notice is hereby given to the public & news media, that the following 
meeting will be held: 
 
COMMITTEE:  PUBLIC SAFETY AND HEALTH COMMITTEE 
DATE:   Thursday, December 1, 2016 
TIME:    6:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  Municipal Building Police Training Room, 136 N. Monroe Street 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: November 3, 2016 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Review And Consideration Of Revisions To Chapter 140 Building & Construction Of The Municipal 
Code As Submitted By SAFEbuilt  

b. Review And Consideration Regarding Regulation, Vendor Permissions And Liability Of Parades And 
Other Special Events Held In The Public Right-Of-Way – Chapter 172 Dances & Entertainment Of The 
Municipal Code 

c. Drones 
 

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 

Mo Hansen 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*** See Council Packet, Also On Tonight’s Council Agenda 
Committee Members: Thomas, Griffin and Petts                       Printed, Posted, E-mailed and Distributed: 11/29/2016 

PLEASE NOTE: IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MEMBERS OF AND POSSIBLY A QUORUM OF MEMBERS OF OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES OF THE 
MUNICIPALITY MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THE ABOVE MEETING(S) TO GATHER INFORMATION. NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN BY ANY 

GOVERNMENTAL BODY OTHER THAN THAT SPECIFICALLY NOTICED. ALSO, UPON REASONABLE NOTICE, EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF DISABLED INDIVIDUALS THROUGH APPROPRIATE AIDS AND SERVICES. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

OR TO REQUEST SUCH SERVICES PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK’S OFFICE AT THE ABOVE LOCATION. 

http://www.waterloowi.us/


PUBLIC SAFETY AND HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING MINITTES
Nor-ember 3.2016

t. C¡ll to Order:
The Public Safeti'Cclmrnittee meeting ri'as called tcl c¡rder bv Akieqrerson Thornas at 6:00PM

2. Roll Call:
Cou-tmittee meurbcrs presLìnt - Alderperson'l'honlas- Gr-i1ïrn. Petts ancl intcrirn Chief Lange.

3. Approt irl of Public Safetr Committe¡e Minutes of Octobcr 6,2tll6.lvlotion bl Alclerlterson GrilÏn- second

t.rl Petts. rnotion calriecl.

{. Citizcn Input: None

5. Unfinishctl Business:
a. ì{eviel'anc1 Consicler-aiion of Rer-isions to Chapter 140 BrLilding ct Construction of The

Mruricipal flocle as Submitted br- SAlrEbullt. Confèrence Call u'ith DA Mailos & Dan Bmlou's
esplaining the changes requestecl ancl r-easoniug lirr such, DA Mattor & Dan Bunou's rvill assist in
r-evisions of []ode. Request to Tab1c" pencling u,orking together for better Municipal Code.

b. Revieu & Aclion Regarcling llegtrlation. Veirdor Pe:nnissions and Liabilitl o['l)aradcs and other Spccial
ì:r'ents Flelcl in 'l he Public Right- Of'-War.. Chapter I 72 of'Thc Municipal Ctrcle Dances & Fntertair¡nent.
Continue to iìe'r-ieu.

c. Drrxrcs - lVlotion to Table bv Petts. Scctxcl bl Griftin. Motion carried.

6. Ncrl Business:
a. Applioation 1br Special Elent or Elltertainnrent Licensc. Waterloo,&{arshall Holidar-Paracie. Motion to

approve bv Petts. secontl br (ìrilïn. motion can'ied.

b. Crossn alks - Motion Lrr, (ìriffur- second t.rr-Petts to Take No Action- Motiotr carried

7. Future Agenda ltcms, Communications and Annourrcements ( None )

8. Adjourn r Motion to Adjoum bv Petts, Secoud br, GrifTn. molion carriecl.

þM *o: u'¿/'J¿tQ
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                           136 North Monroe Street, Waterloo, Wisconsin 53594-1198 

                                                      Phone (920) 478-3025 

                                                      Fax (920) 478-2021 
 

    

ORDINANCE #2016-06 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER §140 BUILDING CONSTRUCTION INCREASING 
PENALTIES, UPDATING ADOPTED CODE REFERENCES AND ESTABLISHING 
DELEGATED MUNICIPAL STATUS TO ENABLE STATE PLAN REVIEW TO BE 

ACCOMPLISHED LOCALLY 
 

The Common Council of the City of Waterloo, Wisconsin does hereby ordain as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: CHAPTER §140 Building Construction is hereby amended as follows:  

§ 140-1 Title.  

This chapter shall be known as the "Building Code of the City of Waterloo" and shall be referred to in 
this chapter as "this code." 

§ 140-2 Purpose.  

This code provides certain minimum standards, provisions and requirements for safe and stable design, 
methods of construction and uses of materials in buildings or structures hereafter erected, constructed, 
enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, converted to other uses or demolished and regulates the 
equipment, maintenance, use and occupancy of all such buildings and/or structures. Its purpose is to 
protect and foster the health, safety, and well-being of persons occupying or using such buildings and 
the general public. 

§ 140-3 Scope.  

New buildings hereafter erected in, or any building hereafter moved within or into, the City shall 
conform to all the requirements of this code except as they are herein specifically exempted from part 
or all of its provisions. Any alteration, enlargement or demolition of an existing building and any 
installation therein of electrical, heating, plumbing or ventilating equipment which affects the health or 
safety of the users thereof or any other persons is a "new building" to the extent of such change. Any 
existing building shall be considered a "new building" for the purposes of this code whenever it is used 
for dwelling, commercial or industrial purposes unless it was being used for such purpose at the time 
this code was enacted. The provisions of this code supplement the laws of the State of Wisconsin 
pertaining to construction and use and the Zoning Code of the City and amendments thereto to the date 
this chapter was adopted and in no way supersede or nullify such laws and said Zoning Code. [1] 
[1]  
Editor's Note: See Ch. 385, Zoning. 
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§ 140-4 Permit Required.  

A.  No owner or contractor may commence construction of any building or mechanical system prior to 
obtaining a valid permit from the municipal building inspector.  
 

(1)  The construction which shall require building permit includes, but is not limited to: 
(a)  New buildings including agricultural buildings, detached structures (decks) and 
detached accessory buildings. 
(b)  Additions that increase the physical dimensions of the building including decks. 
(c)  Alterations to the building structure, cost shall include market labor, or alterations 
to the building’s heating, electrical or plumbing systems. 
(d)  Replacement of major building equipment including furnaces and central air 
conditioners, water heaters and any other major piece of equipment shall require a 
permit except as noted in (2) below. 
(e)  Any electrical wiring for new construction or remodeling. 
(f)  Any HVAC for new construction or remodeling 
(g)  Any plumbing for new construction or remodeling 
(h)  Any new or rewired electrical, service, including services for agricultural buildings. 
 

(2)  The following construction activities shall not require a building permit. 
(a)  Re-siding, re-roofing and finishing of interior surfaces, installation of cabinetry, and 
repairs which are deemed minor by the Building Inspector.  Notwithstanding this 
section, however, a permit accompanied by structural load-bearing calculations may be 
requested by the property by the property owner for re-roofing a building if the 
proposed re-roofing would constitute a third or more layer of roofing. 

B. Application. Application for a building permit shall be made in writing upon a form furnished by the 
Building Inspector, which may be obtained at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer’s office. 
C. Utilities required. No occupancy permit shall be issued for the construction of any residential building 
until sewer is installed and grading and graveling of the street necessary to service the property for 
which the permit is required is completed. See Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code. 
D. Plans. With each application there shall be submitted three complete sets of plans and specifications, 
including a plot plan showing the location of the proposed building with respect to adjoining roads, 
highways, streets, alleys, lot lines and buildings. Plans for buildings involving the State Building Code 
shall bear the stamp of approval of the State Department of Commerce Safety and Professional Services, 
if necessary. One plan shall be submitted which shall remain on file in the office of the Building 
Inspector. All plans and specifications shall be signed by the designer. Plans for all new one- and two-
family dwellings shall comply with the provisions of § COMM 20.09(4) SPS 320, Wis. Adm. Code. 
E. Plat of survey required. 

(1)  A plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor shall be submitted to the Building 
Inspector showing the location, boundaries, dimensions, elevations, uses and size of the 
following: 

(a)  The subject site. 
(b)  The existing and proposed structures. 
(c)  The existing and proposed easements, streets and other public ways. 
(d)  Off-street parking, loading areas and driveways. 
(e)  The existing highway access restrictions. 
(f)  The existing and proposed street, side and rear yards. 

http://ecode360.com/9838077#9838077
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9838082#9838082
http://ecode360.com/9840536#9840536
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(2)  In addition, the plat of survey shall show the location, elevation and use of any abutting 
lands and their structures within 60 feet of the subject site. The Building Inspector may waive 
any portion or all of the requirements of this subsection. 

F.  Approval of plans. If the Building Inspector determines that the building will comply in every respect 
with all ordinances and orders of the City and all applicable laws and orders of the State of Wisconsin, 
he shall issue a building permit which shall state the use to which said building is to be put, which shall 
be kept and displayed at the site of the proposed building. After being approved, the plans and 
specifications shall not be altered in any respect which involves any of the above-mentioned ordinances, 
laws or orders, or which involves the safety of the building or the occupants, except with the submittal 
and approval of revised plans. In case adequate plans are presented for part of the building only, the 
Building Inspector, at his discretion, may issue a permit for that part of the building before receiving the 
plans and specifications for the entire building. The finished grade adjacent to all new construction shall 
be at least one foot above the finished or proposed grade of the center line of the adjacent street. 
G.  Waiver of plans. If the Building Inspector finds that the character of the work is sufficiently described 
in the application, he may waive the filing of plans for alterations, repairs or moving. 
H.  Grant or denial of permit. After the receipt of an application and plans required by this section, the 
Building Inspector shall grant or deny the application within 10 business days. 
I.  Minor repairs and alterations. The Building Inspector may authorize minor repairs or alterations which 
do not change the occupancy area, structural strength, fire protection, exits, light or ventilation of the 
building without requiring a building permit to be issued. 
J.  Inspection of work. The permittee or an authorized representative shall, in writing or orally, request 
inspections by the Building Inspector at appropriate times required for the enforcement of this code. 
The Building Inspector shall perform the requested inspection within 48 hours after notification, except 
the final inspection. Construction may not proceed beyond the point of inspection until the inspection 
has been completed, except if inspection has not taken place within 48 hours of notification, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, unless otherwise agreed upon between the permittee and the Building 
Inspector. 
K. J. Permit lapses. A building permit shall lapse and be void unless building operations are commenced 
within six months, or no significant progress has been made within two construction seasons, from the 
date of issuance thereof. In any event, all permits shall lapse two years from the date of issuance. 
L. K.  Revocation. If the Building, Plumbing or Electrical Inspector shall find at any time that applicable 
ordinances, laws, orders, plans and specifications are not being complied with, and that the holder of 
the permit refused to conform after written warning or instruction has been issued to him, he shall 
revoke the building, electrical or plumbing permit by written notice posted at the site of the work. When 
any such permit is revoked, it shall be unlawful to do any further work thereunder until the permit is 
reissued, except such work as the Building, Electrical or Plumbing Inspector may order to be done as a 
condition precedent to the reissuance of the permit or as he may require for the preservation of human 
life and safety. 
M. L.  Erosion control permit required. See Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code. 
N.  Report of violations. The police or other City officers shall report at once to the Building Inspector 
any construction which is being carried on without a permit as required by this chapter. 
 

§ 140-4 State regulations adopted.  

A.  Wisconsin Commercial Building Code. The Wisconsin Commercial Building Code, Chs. COMM 61 
through 65, the Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, Ch. COMM 10, and all amendments thereto 
are hereby made a part of this chapter by reference with respect to those classes of buildings to which 
such provisions apply. A copy of said codes is on file in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 

http://ecode360.com/9838077#9838077
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B.  Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code. The Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code, Chs. COMM 20 through 
25, Wis. Adm. Code, and all amendments thereto are hereby made a part of this chapter by reference 
and shall apply to all new and existing one- and two-family dwellings and all alterations and additions 
thereto. A copy of said code is on file in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 
 

§ 140-5 Adoption of Codes.  

A.  The following Chapters of the Wisconsin Administrative Codes, as well as all subsequent revisions, 
are adopted by the City of Waterloo and shall be enforced by the Building Inspector.  
 
Ch. SPS 302.31  Plan Review Fee Schedule 
Ch. SPS 305  Credentials 
Ch. SPS 316  Electrical Code 
Chs. SPS 320-325 Uniform Dwelling Code 
Chs. SPS 361-366 Commercial Building Code  
Chs. SPS 375-379 Buildings Constructed Prior To 1914 
Chs. SPS 381-387 Uniform Plumbing Code 
Ch.  ATCP 93  Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code 
 
 

§ 140-6 Delegated Municipality Authority. 
A.  Delegated Municipality. The City has adopted the Delegated Municipality Status as described in SPS 
361.61 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code.  
 

(1)  Responsibilities. The City shall assume the following responsibilities for the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (Department): 

(a) Provide inspections of commercial building with certified commercial building 
inspectors.   
(b) Provide plan examination of commercial buildings with certified commercial building 
inspectors.  

(2)  Plan Examinations. Drawings, specifications and calculations for all the types of buildings 
and structures, except state-owned buildings and structures, to be constructed within the limits 
of the municipality shall be submitted, if the plans are for any of the following: 

 (a) A new building or structure, an addition to a building structure, or alteration. 

(3)  Waive Jurisdiction.  A delegated municipality may waive its jurisdiction for the plan review of 
a specific project or types of projects, or components thereof, in which case plans and 
specifications shall be submitted to the Department of Safety and Professional Services for 
review and approval. 

(4)  Plan Submission Procedures.  All commercial buildings, structures and alterations, including 
new buildings and additions require plan submission as follows: 

(a) Building permit application 
 (b) Application for review – SBD-118 

http://ecode360.com/9838078#9838078
http://ecode360.com/9838077#9838077
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  (i) Fees per Table 302.31-2 and SPS 302.31 
  (ii) Fees apply to all commercial projects 

(c)  Four sets of plans 
  (i) Signed and sealed per SPS 361.31 
  (ii) (1) One set of specifications 
  (iii) Components and system plans 
  (iv) Calculations showing code compliance 

§ 140-5 7 Building Inspector.  

A.  Appointment. See Chapter 85, § 85-3 of this Code. 
B.  Qualifications. 

(1) The Building Inspector shall have the necessary qualifications required by the State of 
Wisconsin to determine compliance with applicable state and local building codes relating to the 
construction of buildings. 
(2) The Building Inspector shall be certified by the Wisconsin Department of Commerce Safety 
and Professional Services to administer and enforce all the provisions of the Wisconsin Uniform 
Dwelling Code. in the required categories specified in SPS 305, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

C. General powers and duties. The Building Inspector shall enforce the provisions of this chapter and of 
all other ordinances and the laws and orders of the State of Wisconsin which relate to building 
construction, plumbing and electrical installations and for these purposes may at all reasonable times 
enter buildings and premises. He may pass upon any questions arising under the provisions of this 
chapter relating to buildings, subject to conditions contained in this chapter. No person shall interfere 
with the Inspector while in the performance of the duties prescribed in this chapter. He shall coordinate 
the activities of the Plumbing Inspector and the Electrical Inspector. The Building Inspector may grant 
variances from the terms of Chapter 385, Zoning, in those cases where a setback, side yard or rear yard 
variance would clearly be consistent with those existing in the neighborhood.  In the event that the 
inspector is refused access to any premises, then the Building Inspector is authorized to apply for a 
special inspection warrant pursuant to Section 66.0119, Stats. 
[Amended by Ord. No. 90-9] 
D. Inspections. In order to permit inspection of a building project at all necessary phases without causing 
delay for the owner, the owner and/or contractor shall request all of the following inspections in 
conformity with the appropriate time frame defined in the Wisconsin Administrative Code or at least 48 
hours in advance, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, by the applicant/contractor or property 
owner as applicable. 
 (1) Footings 
 (2) Foundation 

(3) Rough Carpentry, HVAC, Electric and Plumbing 
(4) Drain tile/Basement Floor 

 (5) Underfloor plumbing 
(6) Electric Service 
(7) Insulation 

 (8) Final Carpentry, HVAC, Electric and Plumbing 
(9) Erosion Control 
 

E. Failure to request any inspection will be the responsibility of the contractor and/or property owner.  
No construction shall be deemed approved by default or lack of inspection by the Building Inspector.  
The expense of uncovering or exposing any work which must be inspected, where such work was 

http://ecode360.com/9840536#9840536
http://ecode360.com/9838085#9838085
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required by the failure of the property owner to request any inspection, will be the responsibility of the 
contractor and/or property owner. 
 
E. Records. The Building Inspector shall keep a record of all applications for building permits in a book 
and regularly number each permit in the order of issuance. He shall keep a record showing the number, 
description and size of all buildings erected during his term of office, indicating the kind of materials 
used, the cost of each building and the aggregate cost of all buildings of the various classes. He shall 
keep a record of all inspections made and of all removal and condemnation of buildings. He shall make a 
quarterly monthly report to the Council on the above matters. 
E. Appeals. Any person feeling himself aggrieved by any order or ruling of the Building Inspector may, 
within 20 days thereafter, appeal from such order or ruling to the Board of Zoning Appeals, such appeal 
to be in writing. The municipality will follow procedures explained on Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 68, to 
arrive at a final determination.  Final determinations may be reviewed as explained in Wisconsin 
Administrative Rules SPS 320.21. 
F. Assistants. The Building Inspector may employ, assign, or appoint, as necessary, assistant inspectors.  
Any assistant hired to inspect buildings shall be certified as defined in SPS 305, Wisconsin Administrative 
Code. 

§ 140-6 8 Building permits; inspections.  

A. Permit required. No building of any kind shall be moved within or into the City and no new building or 
structure, or any part thereof, shall hereafter be erected, or ground broken for the same, or enlarged, 
altered, moved, demolished or used within the City, except as herein provided, until a permit therefor 
shall first have been obtained by the owner, or his authorized agent, from the Building Inspector. 
B. Application. Application for a building permit shall be made in writing upon a form furnished by the 
Building Inspector, which may be obtained at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer, and shall state the name 
and address of the owner of the land, and also the owner of the building if different, the legal 
description of the land upon which the building is to be located, the name and address of the designer, 
the use to which said building is to be put, and such other information as the Building Inspector may 
require. 

§ 140-7 9 Permit fees.  

[Amended by Ord. No. 90-5; Ord. No. 92-4; Ord. No. 96-9; Ord. No. 98-3; 11-17-2005 by Ord. No. 2005-4] 
Fees shall be as stated in the City of Waterloo Fee Schedule.[1].  At the time of building permit 
application issuance, the applicant shall pay fees as established periodically by the Municipality.  If work 
commences prior to permit issuances, the permit fee shall double.  If work commences prior to permit 
issuances, and upon inspection, the work is found to be in violation of code requirements as set forth, 
the permit fee shall triple. 
[1]  Editor's Note: The Fee Schedule is on file at the office of the City Clerk-Treasurer. 

§ 140-8 10 Smoke detectors required.  

In all one- and two-family dwellings one smoke detector shall be installed on each floor. 

§ 140-9 11 Residential garages.  

Residential attached garages shall be built in accordance with the general construction standards 
established in the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code. Residential garages shall be located in accordance 

http://ecode360.com/9838072#ft9838110-1
http://ecode360.com/9838072#ref9838110-1
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with Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code and not less than 10 feet from any other building on the same 
premises when not a part of the building. Whenever a garage is constructed as part of any building, the 
ceiling and the walls or wall separating the garage from other portions of the building shall be of not less 
than forty-five-minute fire-resistive construction as specified in § COMM 21.08 SPS 321.08, Wis. Adm. 
Code. 

§ 140-10 12 Private swimming pools.  

No person shall construct, install or enlarge a residential swimming pool not enclosed in a permanent 
building in the City except in accordance with the following regulations: 
A.  Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the meaning indicated: 
 
SWIMMING POOL 

Any depression in the ground, either temporary or permanent, or a container of water, either 
temporary or permanent and either above or below the ground, in which water more than two 
feet deep is contained and which is used primarily for the purpose of bathing or swimming. 

B.  Permit. 
(1)  Required. No person shall construct, install, enlarge or alter any private swimming pool 
unless a permit therefor has first been obtained from the Building Inspector. 
(2)  Application. Application shall be on a form provided by the Building Inspector and shall be 
accompanied by plans drawn to scale showing the following: 

(a)  Location of pool on lot, distance from lot lines and distance from structures. 
(b)  Location of septic tank, filter bed and sewer lines. 
(c)  Pool dimensions and volume of water in gallons. 
(d)  Location and size of fence and gate location. 
(e)  Existing overhead wiring relative to proposed pool. 

C.  Construction requirements. 
(1)  No pool shall be located, erected, constructed or maintained closer to any side or rear lot 
line than allowed by Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code for permitted accessory building uses, 
and the waterline of any pool shall not be less than five feet from any setback line or building. 
(2)  No connection shall be made to the sanitary sewer or septic system. 
(3)  Gaseous chlorination systems shall not be used for disinfecting pool waters. 
(4)  No aboveground pool shall be less than five feet from any septic system. 

D.  Plumbing and electrical requirements. 
(1)  To comply with plumbing and electrical codes. All plumbing and electrical installations shall 
require separate permits and shall be governed by the City or State Plumbing and Electrical 
Codes. [1] 
[1] Editor’s Note: See Ch. 193, Electrical Standards, and Ch. 283, Plumbing. 
(2)  Pool lights. If overhead flood or other artificial lights are used to illuminate the pool at night, 
such lights shall be shielded to direct light only on the pool. 

E.  Fence requirements. All private residential swimming pools, whether in ground or above ground, 
shall be enclosed with an adequate and secure fence at least 48 inches high above adjoining ground. 
Required fences shall be constructed so as to prohibit the passage of a six-inch-diameter sphere 
between fence members. Any gates installed shall be provided with self-closing and self-latching devices 
which shall be on the inside of the gate at least 30 inches above ground level. A pool dome or pool top 
fencing attached to the pool to extend at least 48 inches above the ground, or a pool cover capable of 
supporting 100 pounds per square foot of area, is an acceptable substitute for fencing. Pool covers shall 
be fixed securely in place at all times when the pool is not supervised by a responsible person. 
Aboveground pools with walls that are at least 48 inches high at all points around said pool or have 

http://ecode360.com/9838114#9838114
http://ecode360.com/9838115#9838115
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platforms and railings that are 48 inches or more in height above ground are not required to be 
enclosed as provided in this section; however, all ladders and stairways providing access to such pools 
shall be adequately fenced and fitted with gates to prevent entry when the pool is not in use. 
F.  Use of pool. No pool shall be so operated as to create a nuisance, a hazard or an eyesore or otherwise 
to result in a substantial adverse effect on neighboring properties. 
G.  Variances. The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant variances to the requirements of this section, 
pursuant to Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code. 

§ 140-11 13 Fences and walls.  

A.  Permit required. No person shall construct a fence in the City without first obtaining a permit from 
the Building Inspector. 
B.  Application; fee. Application for a permit shall be filed with the Building Inspector on a form supplied 
by the Inspector, together with a sketch of the proposed fence and the payment of the required fee as 
provided in § 140-7 of this chapter. 
C.  General requirements. 

(1)  Fences and walls in front yards. On any corner lot, no fence, wall or shrub shall be within the 
vision triangle prescribed in Chapter 385, Zoning, of this Code. Fences, walls or shrub plantings 
shall not be erected on any lot within 10 feet of the front property line in such a manner as to 
interfere with traffic visibility from a driveway. In no case shall a fence, wall or planting in a 
residential area exceed four feet in height in that part of a front yard which extends 25 feet back 
from the property line. 
[Amended 11-5-2009 by Ord. No. 2009-17] 
(2)  Fences in side yards. No fence or wall, other than a retaining wall, along a side line of a lot 
shall be higher than six feet unless the adjoining lot is not in a residential district. Except as 
provided in Subsection C (1) above, no side yard fence or wall shall extend into the required 
street setback area. 
(3)  Fences in rear yards. Fences having a height of six feet or less may be located within the 

required rear yards in residential districts. 
(4)  Property line fences. Fences shall be erected in relation to the property line so as to be 
normally serviceable by the owner, unless the adjoining property owner consents, in writing, to 
the fence being erected on the property line. 
(5)  Dog pens and runs. Dog pens and runs shall be erected in the rear yard only and shall be 
located at least 20 feet from any property line. 

§ 140-12 14 New methods and materials.  

All materials, methods of construction and devices designed for use in buildings or structures covered by 
this code and not specifically mentioned in or permitted by this code shall not be so used until approved 
in writing by the Department of Safety and Professional Services. Such materials, methods of 
construction and devices, when approved, must be installed or used in strict compliance with the 
manufacturer's specifications and any rules or conditions of use established by the State Department of 
Commerce Safety and Professional Services. The data, tests and other evidence necessary to prove the 
merits of such material, method of construction or device shall be determined by the Department of 
Commerce Safety and Professional Services. 

§ 140-13 15 Unsafe buildings.  
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Whenever the Building Inspector finds any building or part thereof within the City to be, in his judgment, 
so old, dilapidated or so out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for 
human habitation, occupancy or use, and so that it would be unreasonable to repair the same, he shall 
order the owner to raze and remove it at the owner's expense. Such order and proceedings shall be 
carried out in the manner prescribed for the razing of buildings in § 66.0413, Wis. Stats. Where the 
public safety requires immediate action, the Building Inspector shall enter upon the premises with such 
assistance as may be necessary and cause the building or structure to be made safe or to be removed, 
and the expenses of such work may be recovered by the City in an action against the owner or tenant. 

§ 140-14 16 Moving buildings.  

See Chapter 144 of this Code. 

§ 140-15 17 Satellite television antennas.  

A.  Permit required. No person shall install a satellite television antenna within the City until a permit is 
obtained from the Building Inspector. However, pursuant to § 62.23(7)(he), Wis. Stats., no permit is 
required for a satellite dish less than two feet in diameter. 
[Amended by Ord. No. 95-1] 
B.  Application. Application for a permit shall be made on a form provided by the Building Inspector. 
C.  Permit fee. See § 140-7 of this chapter. 
D.  Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the meaning indicated: 
SATELLITE TELEVISION ANTENNA 

An apparatus capable of receiving communications from a transmitter or a transmitter relay 
located in planetary orbit. 

USABLE SATELLITE SIGNAL 
A satellite signal which, when viewed on a conventional television set, is at least equal in picture 
quality to that received from local commercial television stations or by way of cable television. 

E.  Size and height limitations. 
(1)  Antennas shall not extend more than 10 feet above the height limit established for a zone in 
which the structure is located. 
(2)  Antennas shall not exceed 11 feet in diameter in a residential zone. 

F.  Location and construction requirements. 
(1)  Subject to Subsection F(4) below, in any business, commercial, agricultural or manufacturing 
zone, such antenna may be located anywhere on the lot or building thereon. 
(2)  In a residential zone, subject to the provisions contained herein, such antenna shall be 
located either in the rear yard of any lot or on the roof. If usable satellite signal cannot be 
obtained from such rear yard or roof, the antenna may be located on the side or front yard of 
the property, subject to the requirements contained herein. 
(3)  Ground-mounted antenna shall be located at least five feet from the nearest part of the 
main building on the same lot and at least five feet from any rear, front or side property line. 
(4)  No antenna on a corner lot shall be constructed within a vision triangle contrary to Chapter 
385, Zoning, of this Code. 
(5)  Except in business, commercial, agricultural or manufacturing zones, the antenna shall be 
located and designed to reduce visual impact from surrounding properties at street level and 
from public streets. 
(6)  Not more than one satellite antenna shall be allowed in any residential zone on any lot less 
than one acre in size. 
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(7)  All antennas and the construction and installation thereof shall conform to applicable 
regulations and requirements of this chapter and the Electrical Code. [1] 
[1] Editor’s Note: See Ch. 193, Electrical Standards. 
(8)  The antenna shall meet all manufacturer's specifications, shall be on noncombustible and 
corrosive-resistant materials, and shall be erected in a secure, wind-resistant manner. 
(9)  Every antenna must be adequately grounded for protection against a direct strike of 
lightning.  

G.  Location on conditional basis. The construction, location, installation and erection of a satellite 
antenna shall be on a conditional basis, and in the event said satellite antenna interferes with radio or 
television reception on adjacent properties such satellite antenna shall be moved or shielded to 
eliminate said interference. 
H.  Temporary placement permitted. Satellite antennas may be temporarily located on a lot or parcel for 
the purpose of testing reception for a period not to exceed 10 days in any calendar year without a 
permit, provided that the provisions of this section are complied with. 
I.  Previously erected antennas. Subject to Subsection G above, this section shall not affect any satellite 
antenna erected prior to the adoption of this section. 

§ 140-16 18 Liability.  

This chapter shall not be considered as assuming any liability on the part of the City or any official or 
employee thereof for damages to anyone injured or for any property destroyed by any defect in any 
building or equipment or in any plumbing or electric wiring or equipment. 

§ 140-17 19 Violations and penalties.  

Any building or structure hereafter erected, enlarged, altered, repaired or moved, or any use hereafter 
established, in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed an unlawful building, structure 
or use. The Building Inspector shall promptly report all such violations to the City Attorney, who shall 
bring an action to enjoin the erection, enlargement, alteration, repair or moving of such building or 
structure or the establishment of such use or to cause such building, structure or use to be removed, 
and such violation may also be subject to a penalty as provided in Chapter 1, § 1-4 of this Code. In any 
such action, the fact that a permit was issued shall not constitute a defense, nor shall any error, 
oversight or dereliction of duty on the part of the Building Inspector constitute a defense. Compliance 
with the provisions of this chapter may also be enforced by injunctional order at the suit of the owner or 
owners of any real estate within the jurisdiction of this chapter. 
 
A.  Prohibition. No person, entity, or firm may construct, remodel, demolish or repair any building in a 
manner which violates any provision or provisions of this ordinance. 
B. Every person, firm or entity which violates this code shall be, upon conviction, forfeit not less than 
$25.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each day of non-compliance, together with the cost of prosecution. 
C. Violations discovered by the Building Inspector shall be corrected within 30 days, or more if allowed 
by the Inspector, after written notice is given.  Violations involving life safety issues shall be corrected in 
a reasonable time frame established by the Building Inspector. 
D. Compliance with the requirements of this ordinance is necessary to promote the safety, health and 
well-being of the community and the owners, occupants and frequenters of buildings.  Therefore 
violations of this ordinance shall constitute a public nuisance which may be enjoined in a civil action. 
E.  Report of violations. The police or other City officers shall report at once to the Building Inspector any 
construction which is being carried on without a permit as required by this chapter. 
 

http://ecode360.com/9838167#9838167
http://ecode360.com/9837339#9837339
http://ecode360.com/9837348#9837348
http://ecode360.com/9838148#9838148
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§ 140-20 Severability  

If any section or portion thereof shall be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
unlawful or unenforceable, such decision shall apply only to the specific section or portion thereof 
directly specified in the decision, and shall not affect the validity of any other provisions, sections or 
portions thereof of the ordinance.  The remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  
Any other ordinances whose terms are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed and to those terms that conflict. 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 2: This ordinance shall take effect and be in force after its passage and publication in 

a manner provided for by law. 

 

Acted on and adopted at a regular meeting of the Common Council on _____, 20__. 

 

      City of Waterloo 

 

      Signed: _____________________________ 

                          Robert H. Thompson, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

_______________________________ 

Morton J. Hansen 

City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

Date Adopted:  _________________ 

Date Published: The Courier, ________________ 
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